The idea of a national park began in 1870 when an expedition set out at its own expense to investigate all the incredible stories of natural wonders that had been coming out of the area now known as Yellowstone. They had heard stories of geysers shooting columns of boiling water into the sky, hot pools of water, mud volcanoes, forests filled with wildlife in every form, and of gigantic water falls. After finding all these stories to be true, the group discussed the commercial value of such wonders, but then considered waiving personal claims to the area and seek to have it set aside for all time as a reserve for the use and enjoyment of all people.
As early as 1739 a stream running through Fairfax County became known as Wolf Trap Creek, so named because of the trapping of the wolves in the area. In 1966 the Wolf Trap Farm was donated to the American people as a National Park. Located near Vienna, Virginia, the Farm offers a wealth of cultural and natural resources to the nation. The Filene Center which is part of the Wolf Trap National Park for the Performing Arts, was named for Catherine Filene Shouse. Mrs. Shouse donated her farm, which, in addition to the buildings, contained over 100 acres of land, to become a National Park. This was the first national park for the performing arts.
Everglades Location: Florida Established: 1947
In 1934, Congress passed an act authorizing a park to be acquired that was to be a wilderness to protect the fragile ecosystem. On December 6, 1947, President Harry S. Truman dedicated the Everglades National Park stating, "Here is land, tranquil in its quiet beauty, serving not as the source of water, but as the receiver of it. To its natural abundance we owe the spectacular plant and animal life that distinguishes this place from all others in our country." Today the Everglades National Park welcomes more than one million visitors to the largest subtropical wilderness in the U.S.
More than 50 species of reptiles (including 26 snakes), 18 species of amphibians, 350 different species of birds, and hundreds of insects and spiders are found in the park. Many of the more than 40 species of mammals have adapted to the semi-aquatic environment of the park. Visitors can see a marsh rabbit swimming or white-tailed deer wading through the sawgrass. Two of the mammals found in the Everglades -the Florida Panther and the West Indian Manatee -are now on the endangered species list. 
Virgin Islands National Park

In the East
Great Pronghorn, jackrabbits, coyotes, prairie dogs, badgers and porcupines make their home in the Park. The collared lizard is the largest and most frequently seen lizard in the park, however several more species of reptiles can be found including the plateau striped whiptail, the glossy snake and the western rattlesnake. The relatively mild climate along Yosemite's western boundary supports bobcat, black bear, mule dear, amphibians, reptiles, a wide variety of bats, and other lower-elevation wildlife species. Fewer wildlife species are found in the higher elevations. However, the golden-mantled ground squirrel; birds, such as the fisher, Hermit Thrush, northern goshawk, and Steller's Jay; and reptiles, such as the western fence lizard, rubber boa, and northern alligator lizard can still be found. The pika, marmot, jackrabbit, nutcracker, finch, and Sierra Nevada Bighorn Sheep can be found in the highest elevations were the climate is too harsh to support many wildlife species. Some other animal species found within the park are the golden eagle, great gray owl, coyote, and the endangered peregrine falcon,
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